
          DEVOTION 

What Is Lent?  

Dear Grace family, 

The word Lent comes from an Old English 
word for spring (“lengthen,” the time of the 
year when the days grow longer). For the last 
1700 years, the Church has set aside the 40 
days between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a 
time of special preparation. We journey with 
the Lord to the cross and tomb, preparing for 
the proclamation of Easter. It is a time of 
repentance and renewal.  

The Church speaks of 40 days of Lent because 
we do not count the Sundays, which retained 
their significance as “little Easters” and serve as "islands of refreshment" during the course of the season. 
The 40 days are reminiscent of several biblical events: Jesus’ 40 day fast at the beginning of his ministry, 
Moses’ stay on Mount Sinai at the giving of the Law, Elijah’s fast on his way to the mountain of God.  

During Lent, our rejoicing is muted as we remember our Lord’s suffering and death. But it is with a 
purpose: we know that the Lord who died took up his life again on Easter Sunday morning.  The color of 
the season is purple. Purple is the ancient color of royalty. We have this kind of king: he wore a crown of 
thorns, and carried a cross for us. Thanks be to God!  

The first day of Lent is called Ash Wednesday. The ancient practice of imposing ashes on the foreheads 
of the faithful gives Ash Wednesday its name.  The ashes remind us of our mortality and give a strong 
call to repentance as they recall words spoken during a Christian burial: “…earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust…”  The ashes are made from the burning of the palm branches used on Palm Sunday the 
previous year.  The imposition of ashes has never been an exclusively Roman Catholic practice and today 
is observed widely by Christians of many traditions.   

A very blessed Lenten journey to you as this season helps put into focus the essence of your entire 
Christian life—a life of repentance, the God-given gift of being able to mourn your sin and to joyfully trust 
in his Son who won your forgiveness and salvation with his passion, death, and resurrection!  God bless 
you with renewal and growth in your Christian faith to celebrate the festival of Easter like never before!      
[Devotion at www.stpaulswr.org] ~ Pastor Salinas 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS      

Thank you! - Thank you so much dear ladies of Grace for the awesome surprise baby shower and gifts 
you gave Katie! It was so beautiful! So much fun! What great gifts and time together! Thank you for great 
love! We love you more than words can express! // ¡Muchísimas gracias queridas damas de Gracia por 
hacerle un súper lindo baby shower de sorpresa a Katie! ¡Que hermoso! ¡Que gozo! ¡Que lindo tiempo 
la pasamos! ¡Muchísimas gracias por su gran cariño! ¡Los queremos más que palabras pueden decir! 

Pastor Daniel Burgess Called to Grace - Dear Grace family, please join me in continuing to thank and 
praise the Lord of his Church for extending a call to Pastor Burgess.  Likewise, continue to join me in 
praying for Pastor Burgess, his wife, Sarah, their three children, and his flock of Amazing Grace, as he 
continues his deliberation of the two Calls before him.  Please take the opportunity to reach out to Pastor 
Burgess to get to know him and share information about yourself, and especially, to share with him the 
blessings and challenges of our ministry, as you see them.  He can be reached by email at 
dsburgess@gmail.com and by telephone at 850.358.7096.  

Midweek Lent - Dear Grace family, join us as we continue our 40 day Lenten walk with our Savior this 
coming Wednesday, March 8.  We will review our Savior’s Passion History and meditate on key sections 
of the Gospel of John, chapters 14-17, which Luther called the greatest sermon of comfort our Lord 
Jesus ever preached one earth.  Join us and, by all means, invite a friend, relative, or neighbor.  Our 
Lenten meditations begin at 6:30 pm.  

9th Annual Grace Lutheran School Auction - Dear Grace church and school families, we are gearing up 
for our 9th Annual Grace Lutheran School Live and Silent Auction.  This year our auction will take place 
on Friday, April 28.  Please set that date aside on your calendars!  This year we have an exciting change 
in venue.  Our auction will be held at the Yakima Arboretum.  The best and most important things aren’t 
changing.  We are planning for a night of terrific food, terrific entertainment, terrific items to bid on, and 
terrific fellowship!  We would love to have as many people involved in the planning and carrying out of 
our auction.  Above all else, we encourage our church and school families to start getting and bringing 
in donations.  In fact, we would like to issue the “Get a donation, Bring a donation” challenge we did a 
couple of years ago.  We encourage every family in our church and school to solicit a donation from a 
local business and to bring in a donation you’ve purchased or made.  We’ll have more specifics with 
regard to all aspects of our auction in the coming weeks.  Auction donation business letters and auction 
slips are now available at the back of church.  Thank you!  ~ The Grace Auction Committee. 

Upstairs Fellowship Hall Makeover - Dear Grace family, we have another improvement project waiting in 
the wings.  We are planning to repaint and do decor changes to our upstairs fellowship hall.  This is a 
valuable space as it serves many different functions—a “cry” room and overflow for worship; our after-
worship fellowship hour, meeting room, Bible Study and school classroom.  Please keep your eyes 
peeled for more info on this project and how you can help!  Thank you.  
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CALENDAR 
This week at Grace 

Sunday Snacks  
• March 5 - Pam Matheny, Karen Beard, Mary 

Wachter, Mark Lennon 

• March 12 - Joan Riese, Connie Lehmann, Bill 
and Joy Altenhein, Salinas Family 

• March 19 - Maxine Gilbreath, Valerie Kamppi, 
Tammy Fuwell, Jon Hood Family 

• March 26 - Lori Hoover, Marilyn Smith, Dee 
Ekstrom, Dave Lennon 

Upcoming Events 
• March 8 - Midweek Lent 
• March 8 - Food Truck 
• March 15 - Midweek Lent 
• March 16-17 - Teachers’ Conference 
• March 22 - Midweek Lent 
• March 29 - Midweek Lent 
• April 3 - 7 - Spring Break 
• April 5 - Midweek Lent 
• April 9 - Palm Sunday 

• April 12 - Food Truck 
• April 13 - Maundy Thursday (Seder Meal) 
• April 14 - Good Friday 
• April 16 - Easter Sunday 
• April 28 - School Auction 
• April 30 - Examination Sunday 
• May 7 - Confirmation Sunday 

SHUT-IN LIST 

Irma Alderson; Loraine Beard; Carol Butler; Betty Doss; Pauline Dean; Ewald Ehlers; Dorothy Johnson; 
Jack Lott; Anne Rhine; Marlen Rieker; Bill Yergen; Norm Campeau; Sandra Evans; Ed Peterson 

PRAYER LIST 
• Sandra Evans - recovering from a hurt back 

• Mark Jankowski - cancer treatment 

• Valerie Kamppi - recovering from ankle surgery 

• Maxine Gilbreath - recovering from a broken 
foot 

• Bill Yergen - recovering from hospitalization 

Sunday 03/05 Wednesday 03/08 Thursday 03/09 Friday 03/10

Communion Worship - 
9:00 am. 

Chapel - 8:45 am

Bible Study/Sunday 
School - 10:45 am

Food Distribution - 
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Ladies Bible Study - 1:00 
pm

Misa con Santa Cena - 
11:45 am

Choir Practice - 5:15 
pm

Estudio Bíblico de 
Membresía/Spanish BIC - 
5:30 pm

Estudio Bíblico de 
Membresía/Spanish BIC - 
12:30 pm

Midweek Lent 
Worship - 6:30 pm
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FRUITS OF FAITHFULNESS & LOVE   

Grace/Viviendo por Gracia Stewardship of Word and Sacrament -  

Attendance at worship and Bible Study for the week of 02/26/17  
• Worship  - 104 

• Bible Study - 18 
• Ash Wednesday - 30 English/15 Spanish 

• Spanish BIC - 5 
• Ladies Bible Study - 19 

Grace/Viviendo por Gracia Stewardship of Treasures - 

Offerings of love and thanks to Jesus on 02/26/17 

Offerings for the 
ministry of Grace/
Viviendo por 
Gracia

Actual received Needed weekly 
as per 
2016/2017 
budget

Actual to 
Budget—
This week

Actual to 
Budget—
YTD

General Fund $3353

WELS Missions $40

School $200

Chapel $26

Tuition & Fees $0

TADS tuition 
payees who paid 
out in full, spread 
out over 10 months

$0

Ministerial Ed. 
Scholarship

$0

Guenther Memorial 
for School

$485

Radio $0

Capitol Imp $0

Initial: $0

TOTAL OFFERING $4104 $5314 -$1210.00 -$12649.29
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